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CCBC/Community Groups Together! 

Come prepared to discuss Chapter 5 

EVANGELISM  
LISTENS to  

the needs of others


Principle #5: 

The issues people face


are open doors

to connect


the gospel to them.

BY FAITH, MOVING TOWARD 2021 NATURAL GOSPEL CONVERSATIONS

If you wish, work through any or all of the following questions with your group.  
Encourage each member of your group to contribute to the discussion.  These 
questions are designed to help you personalize the information provided in the 
book. (Modified slightly from page 176)


1. When it comes to sharing Jesus with others, what are ways you 
suffer from analysis paralysis?  Do you find it difficult just to get 
started?  Do you overthink the process and create unnecessary 
pressure for yourself?


2. Discuss with your group how knowing the Holy Spirit lives 
powerfully within you can move you beyond your 
insecurities to talk about Jesus. 

3. From the chapter, discuss the four things you should pray each day and 
how they are essential for becoming a faithful evangelist.


4. As a group, recap the five keys to healthy conversations that help 
Christians engage in gospel conversations in an era that is so 
influenced by social media and technology.


5. To share Jesus without freaking out, what changes and/or 
steps do you need to take to better enter into life-changing 
conversations and relationships with others?



 

 

TRUST THIS TRUTH & develop LISTENING skills… Philippians 2:4 “Everyone should 
look out not only for their own interests, but also to the interest of others.”


Listen for where God is leading the conversation… p. 68  The best thing to do is to spare 
yourself the pressure of getting each point in the right order, or making each 
statement perfect, or being sure not to forget anything.  Instead, just listen.  When you 
listen to what people are saying, the way forward will usually present itself.” p. 68


(Ask) “Has anyone ever talked with you about a personal relationship with Jesus that is 
real and personal?”  Again—please hear this—few people react angrily or aggressively to a 
question like that.  They just don’t… p. 69


Ideas

From

Blessing

And

Broken-

Ness

p. 70-72


Technology has also created an isolated generation that increasingly struggles in social 
settings and, to a large degree, doesn’t even really know how to have a meaningful 
conversations anymore. p. 72 CONVERSATIONS IN A DIGITAL WORLD

1. Listen to the stories of others. p. 73

2. Ask questions and listen for the answers. p. 74

3. Give genuine encouragement. p. 76

4. Speak to the heart as well as the mind. p. 77

5. Remember that the real person lives below the surface. p. 78


One of the main reasons people don’t share Jesus is the fear of being asked a question they 
don’t know how to answer.  But trust me on this: reaching people has less to do with how 
you deal with intellectual questions and more to do with how you touch their hearts. p. 77


Again, the problem with using evangelism tools is that they confine us.  They tend only to 
work in limited contexts, under limited conditions.  They keep us married to a method, 
which makes our conversations about Jesus come off sounding insincere and inauthentic.  
But the goal for evangelism, as we’ve said, is to develop a gospel fluency that naturally 
flows in and out of what we’re thinking and saying. p. 80


(1) Listen:  Show some respect and just listen. p. 81

(2) Empathize:  The language non-Christians use or the facts they include may cause you 

to blush.  But fight the urge to judge or freak out… See if you can discern what God is 
doing in their lives. p. 81


(3) Retell: Retell their story redemptively. p. 81


Most people know their lives are not where they should be, and they’re open to talking 
about what would make them complete. p. 82

Inviting Along Quick Reference Sheet (utilize with Conversation Flowsheet)

Mark 3:14 (written out on the Conversation Flowsheet) 

Additional Inviting Along Scriptures 

Acts 17:4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with 
a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women.


1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.


Ruth 1:22 So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, 
who returned from the land of Moab.  And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of 
barley harvest. 




 
Assess current reality & develop action steps to progress bit by bit to desired future. 
Inviting Along: Demonstrated Life Change/Desired Progress

I continue to cultivate relationships with unbelieving friends.


I invite others into my hobbies for the purpose of deepening relationships.


I am learning how to initiate spiritual conversations and how to transition from secular 
to spiritual conversations.


I can ask good diagnostic questions which help assess spiritual health and the 
direction the conversation needs to go.


I see the value of on-going conversations and will continue to build off of each 
conversation. 

	 	     MULTIPLYING Generations of disciples of Christ

Inviting Along: I initiate Intentional RELATIONSHIPS & CONVERSATIONS

Ignore/Uncaring	      Surface	       Asking Questions	 Honest/Open/Transparent




	
(The	following	questions	are	borrowed	questions	from	the	For	Everyone	series.)	
	
	

1. What	contrast	does	Paul	use	throughout	this	chapter?	
2. In	verses	1-6,	Paul	tries	to	illustrate	some	main	points	about	the	law,	by	which	he	means	the	

law	of	Moses	given	to	the	Israelites	on	Mount	Sinai.		How	is	the	law	a	part	of	the	problem	for	
Israel	rather	than	the	solution	(see	vv.	1-11)?	

3. Describe	the	differences	between	the	two	types	of	fruit	referenced	in	verses	4	and	5.	
4. Give	examples	of	how	you’ve	seen	each	kind	of	fruit	recently.	
	
5. How	can	the	law	as	depicted	in	verses	7-12	be	holy,	good	and	upright	while	also	producing	

death	at	the	same	time?	
6. In	verses	7-12,	Paul	describes	the	time	when	the	law	arrived	in	Israel	in	such	a	way	as	to	

reflect	also	the	time	when	Adam	was	given	the	commandment	in	the	Garden	(Genesis	2:15-
17;	3:1-7).		What	are	the	similarities	between	the	story	in	Genesis	and	Paul’s	argument	here?	

7. Because	much	of	the	discussion	in	chapter	7	is	about	Israel,	it	may	seem	remote	to	many	
modern	Christians.		Many	of	us	do	not	stop	to	ponder	the	situation	of	Israel	under	the	law—
though	perhaps	we	should.		How	is	this	section	relevant	to	us	as	believers	today?	

	
Verses	13-20	
8. …What	happens	when	Israel,	having	been	given	the	law,	does	its	bests	to	live	under	it?	
9. Why	would	God	(who	is	often	implicated	in	Paul’s	“in	order	that”	clauses)	want	sin	to	grow	to	

its	full	height	(v.	13)?	
	
10. What	dilemma	does	Paul	highlight	in	the	closing	verses	of	the	chapter	(vv.	21-24)?	
11. How	is	Jesus	the	solution	to	the	problem	for	Israel?	
12. What	do	God’s	desire,	plan	and	fulfillment	through	Jesus	to	rescue	us	from	this	dilemma	

reveal	to	you	about	God’s	character	and	purpose?	
	
A	way	to	pray….	Take	some	time	to	simply	praise	God	for	his	act	of	mercy	in	His	rescue	of	you	
and	others	you	know.		Praise	Him	for	His	attributes,	His	power	and	His	compassion.	
	

	

3/11	Spring	Break										-										3/18	Romans	8:1-17										-										3/25	Romans	8:18-39	

Alongsider	Bull’s-Eye	
The	Ways	of	the	Alongsider	
1.		Surrender	
2.		Obey	
3.		Whole	Hearted	
4.		Stewardship:	Serve	Others	++	
5.		One	Another	One	Another	
						(Discussion…	Accountability…	Affirmation)	
6.		Share	Good	News	(Announcing	King		

Jesus…	Inviting	others	into	the	process)	
7.		Bible/Word	
8.		Prayer	

Desired 
Progress
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3/11	Spring	Break										-										3/18	Romans	8:1-17										-										3/25	Romans	8:18-39	

Alongsider	Bull’s-Eye	
The	Ways	of	the	Alongsider	
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ReFocus Meeting 11.16.20

2021 Midground Vision Statement:  

In 2021, we will be light-bearers having two-thousand-twenty-
one natural “faith conversations” so every person can “follow 
Him and not walk in darkness but have the Light of life.”


2021 Midground Vivid Vision: 
In 2021, we are praying that we will be light-bearers and spiritually burdened for the 
lost as we come alongside individual people in loving relationships… asking good 
questions and hearing part of each person’s backstory in order to build bridges that will 
lead to… having two-thousand-twenty-one natural “faith conversations,” sharing 
our story and sharing the King’s story… so every person can “follow Him and not 
walk in darkness but have the Light of life.”





Equipping Kingdom Citizens to be prepared and take action, unashamed of the gospel.


It is not just all or nothing… gospel presentation or not.

• It would be too small a thing if we fail to CELEBRATE someone taking a 

conversation from SECULAR TO SPIRITUAL because so many are afraid and 
unprepared for this.


• It would also be too small a thing to transition from the secular to spiritual without a 
PLAN to SHARE the KING’S STORY (a gospel conversation).


• It would be too small a thing to share the King’s story without many more 
conversations about what it is to LIVE IN THE LIGHT (Surrender, Abide & 
Worship…).
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Inviting Along
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Equipping
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Abiding
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one person at a time 

until ALL have heard
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Coming alongside 
people in loving 

relationships

Asking good 
questions 

& hearing 

backstories

Building Bridges 
to “Gospel 

Conversations”

Sharing

our


story

Sharing 
The King’s 

story

Continuing in loving, 
discipling relationships 


with individuals

In Conversations…

LISTEN CAREFULLY

   for

PAIN:  Concerns, Brokenness,   

           Burdens, Dread, Worries

  or

PASSIONS: Hopes, Blessings

             Dreams, Things and   

             People a Person Loves

The things people care about 
the most (passions), just like 
the things that are causing 
them the most distress (pain), 
are commonly the same 
avenues through which God 
is actively working to draw 
them close to Him.  All they 
need is someone to help 
make the gospel a part of that 
existing conversation.

Sharing Jesus Without Freaking Out

In Conversations…

SHARE PERSONAL STORIES

   regarding how…

God has brought you through 
PAIN

   or regarding how…

God has changed your 
PASSIONS

because of your relationship with Him.

Asking good

questions

& hearing


backstories

Sharing

our


story


