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Sanctification & Honor
1 Thessalonians 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we request and
exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us
instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God
(just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more.
2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the
authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God,
your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual
immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own
vessel in sanctification and honor,

Sanctification & Honor
1 Thessalonians 4:5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who
do not know God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud
his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all
these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly
warned you. 7 For God has not called us for the purpose
of impurity, but in sanctification. 8 So, he who rejects this is
not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit
to you.

Love One Another
1 Thessalonians 4:9 Now as to the love of the brethren,
you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves
are taught by God to love one another; 10 for indeed
you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all
Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more,
11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and
attend to your own business and work with your hands, just
as we commanded you, 12 so that you will behave properly
toward outsiders and not be in any need.

Hope and The Coming King
1 Thessalonians 4:13 But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that
you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in
Jesus.

•
•
•
•

Sleep was commonly used as a softer way of saying death.
The writers wanted the disciples to grieve as ones with hope.
They wanted the disciples to be informed: Jesus died & rose.
Those “in Jesus” were assured of being “with Jesus.”

Hope and The Coming King
1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first.

•
•
•
•

Passover (Jesus’ Death)
Unleavened Bread (Tomb)
First Fruits (Resurrection)
Weeks/Pentecost (Holy Spirit)

The Church Awaits…
• The Feasts of Trumpets
• Day of Atonement
• Feast of Tabernacles

Hope and The Coming King
1 Thessalonians 4:17 Then we who are alive and remain will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

•
•
•
•
•

Those asleep & those alive will end up with Jesus together.
Clouds symbolized God’s presence throughout the Bible (Ex.
16:10; 24:16; Num. 11:25; 1 Kings 8:10; Mark 9:7; Acts 1:9).
In Dan. 7:13-14, The Son of Man is authenticated.
Roman citizens would go out & meet a dignitary.
Because of Jesus’ death & resurrection, comfort each other.

Hope and The Coming King
Implications from Michael Holmes:
1. The future of believers is not so much a place
as a relationship.
2. For believers, death is not an end but a transition.
3. What we know and believe about the future
ought to shape how we live in the present.
Because He lives I can face tomorrow,
Because He lives all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the future.
And life is worth the living just because He lives.

Hope and The Coming King
Am I ready for the coming King? Is He my King?
Am I concerned if others are ready for the coming King?
Am I living with The King daily?
Am I listening to Him daily? Do I enjoy meeting with Him?
Am I hopeful for a new body and a perfect relationship?
Am I Equipping Kingdom Citizens one person at a time?

Daniel 7:13 “I kept looking in the night visions, Hope & The
And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a Son of Man was coming,
And He came up to the Ancient of Days
And was presented before Him.
14 “And to Him was given dominion,
1 Thes. 4:13-18
Glory and a kingdom,
That all the peoples, nations and men of every language
Might serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
Which will not pass away;
And His kingdom is one
Which will not be destroyed.”
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