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“Equipping kingdom citizens one person
at a time until all have heard.”

The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds
1. The Centrality of the Parable
2. The Background of the Parable
3. The Mysteries of the Parable
A.
B.
C.
D.

Two Sowers
Two Seeds
Two Ways
One Victor

Narrative: Chapters 1-4
Discourse: Chapters 5-7 (Sermon on the Mount)
Narrative: Chapters 8-9
Discourse: Chapters 10 (Discipleship/Mission Discourse)
Narrative: Chapters 11-12
Discourse: Chapters 13 (Kingdom Parables Discourse)
Narrative: Chapters 14-17
Discourse: Chapters 18 (Church Discourse)
Narrative: Chapters 19-22
Discourse: Chapters 23-25 (Olivet/Eschatological Discourse)
Narrative: Chapters 26-28

a) Parable of the Sower (those who here the word of the kingdom);
b) Disciples’ question and Jesus’ answer;
c) Interpretation of the Parable of the Sower;
d) Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (contrasting good and evil);
e) Two parables: Parables of the Mustard Seed and Leaven;
f) Explanation of the Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds;
e) Two Parables: Parables of the Treasure and the Pearl;
d) Parable of the Dragnet (contrasting good and evil);
c) Interpretation of the Parable of the Dragnet;
b) Jesus’ question and the disciples’ answer;
a) Parable of the Trained Scribe (those trained for the kingdom).

The Centrality of the Parable
Why would Matthew arrange the Kingdom
Parables Discourse in this way?
To highlight Jesus’ role as the exalted Son of Man…
1. in the present age of the inaugurated Kingdom;
2. at the end of the age in the consummated
Kingdom.

Matthew 13:24-27 (ESV)
“He (i.e., Jesus) put another parable before them, saying,
‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man
who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among
the wheat and went away. So when the plants came up
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the
servants of the master of the house came and said to
him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
How then does it have weeds?’”

Matthew 13:28-30 (ESV)
“He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the
servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the
weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into
my barn.”’”

The Background of the Parable
In the Parable, the “enemy” appears to sow among
the wheat a weed called “darnel.”
Darnel is…
1. a “mimic weed;”
2. highly susceptible to a fungus called “Ergot.”

The Background of the Parable
Symptoms of Ergotism (i.e., Ergot Poisoning)
Mild

Moderate

Severe

Dizziness
Nausea
Fainting

Hallucinations
Paranoia
Panic Attacks

Stillbirths
Cardiac Arrest

The Background of the Parable
The enemy is attempting to…
1. reduce the yield of the Good Sower’s crop;
2. contaminate the crop with “bad,” deadly fruit.

—
The enemy of the Good Sower is not a mere
nuisance. He is a murderous villain.
—

Matthew 13:36-40 (ESV)
“Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And
his disciples came to him, saying, ‘Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The
field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and
the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the
weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at
the end of the age.’”

Matthew 13:41-43 (ESV)
“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all lawbreakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

The Mysteries of the Parable
The Parable’s Explanation reveals four mysteries of
the Kingdom:
1. Two Sowers
2. Two Sons
3. Two Ways
4. One Victor

The Mysteries of the Parable
Two Sowers: “the Son of Man”
– Jesus calls himself “the Son of Man” over 30 times in Matthew.
– “Son of Man” is the only Christological title used in Matthew 13.
– “Son of Man,” like “Son of God,” is a title that expresses Jesus’
divinity.
– “The Son of Man” is Jesus’ way of calling his listeners back to
Daniel 7:13-14.

Daniel 7:13-14 (ESV)
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds
of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before
him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
one that shall not be destroyed.”

The Mysteries of the Parable
Two Sowers: “the Son of Man”
The “one like a son of man” in Daniel is a divine figure:
– He comes “with the clouds.”
– He receives “service” (pelach) that is exclusively given to
God (Daniel 3:12, 14, 17, 18, 28).
– His kingdom and dominion are everlasting like that of
God and not man.

The Mysteries of the Parable
Two Sowers: “the Son of Man”
“His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his
dominion endures from generation to generation”
(Daniel 4:3).
“…his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom endures from generation to generation
(Daniel 4:34).
“…his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his
dominion shall be to the end” (Daniel 6:26).

The Mysteries of the Parable
Two Sowers: “the Devil”
– Satan is a real, exceedingly dangerous force in this
wicked world.
– He is the “murderer from the beginning” (John 8:44),
who “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).
– Yet, he already stands condemned (John 16:11). The
Cross and Resurrection have already sealed his fate.

The Mysteries of the Parable

“While the Son of Man is actively sowing the good
seed in the world, Satan is actively sowing bad seed.
His objective is to reduce the yield of the
Eschatological Harvest.”

The Mysteries of the Parable
There are Two Sons, and only two, in the Parable:
Son of Man
Satan

Sons of the Kingdom

Sons of the Evil One

The Mysteries of the Parable
Two Ways
Sons of the Kingdom

Heaven (“Barn”)

The World
Sons of the Evil One

Hell (“Furnace”)

The Mysteries of the Parable
One Victor
The Son of Man will…
1. send out his angels to harvest;
2. purify the Kingdom;
3. surrender the Kingdom to the Father.

The Mysteries of the Parable
“…being found in human form, he (i.e., Jesus)
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians
2:8-11).

The Great Commission
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age”’ (Matthew 28:18-20).

