
Increase & Abound
Oh, and I will be Yours, Lord

And I will be Yours for all my life

So let Your mercy light the path before me.




	
(The	following	questions	are	borrowed	questions	from	the	For	Everyone	series.)	
	
	

1. What	contrast	does	Paul	use	throughout	this	chapter?	
2. In	verses	1-6,	Paul	tries	to	illustrate	some	main	points	about	the	law,	by	which	he	means	the	

law	of	Moses	given	to	the	Israelites	on	Mount	Sinai.		How	is	the	law	a	part	of	the	problem	for	
Israel	rather	than	the	solution	(see	vv.	1-11)?	

3. Describe	the	differences	between	the	two	types	of	fruit	referenced	in	verses	4	and	5.	
4. Give	examples	of	how	you’ve	seen	each	kind	of	fruit	recently.	
	
5. How	can	the	law	as	depicted	in	verses	7-12	be	holy,	good	and	upright	while	also	producing	

death	at	the	same	time?	
6. In	verses	7-12,	Paul	describes	the	time	when	the	law	arrived	in	Israel	in	such	a	way	as	to	

reflect	also	the	time	when	Adam	was	given	the	commandment	in	the	Garden	(Genesis	2:15-
17;	3:1-7).		What	are	the	similarities	between	the	story	in	Genesis	and	Paul’s	argument	here?	

7. Because	much	of	the	discussion	in	chapter	7	is	about	Israel,	it	may	seem	remote	to	many	
modern	Christians.		Many	of	us	do	not	stop	to	ponder	the	situation	of	Israel	under	the	law—
though	perhaps	we	should.		How	is	this	section	relevant	to	us	as	believers	today?	

	
Verses	13-20	
8. …What	happens	when	Israel,	having	been	given	the	law,	does	its	bests	to	live	under	it?	
9. Why	would	God	(who	is	often	implicated	in	Paul’s	“in	order	that”	clauses)	want	sin	to	grow	to	

its	full	height	(v.	13)?	
	
10. What	dilemma	does	Paul	highlight	in	the	closing	verses	of	the	chapter	(vv.	21-24)?	
11. How	is	Jesus	the	solution	to	the	problem	for	Israel?	
12. What	do	God’s	desire,	plan	and	fulfillment	through	Jesus	to	rescue	us	from	this	dilemma	

reveal	to	you	about	God’s	character	and	purpose?	
	
A	way	to	pray….	Take	some	time	to	simply	praise	God	for	his	act	of	mercy	in	His	rescue	of	you	
and	others	you	know.		Praise	Him	for	His	attributes,	His	power	and	His	compassion.	
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Alongsider	Bull’s-Eye	
The	Ways	of	the	Alongsider	
1.		Surrender	
2.		Obey	
3.		Whole	Hearted	
4.		Stewardship:	Serve	Others	++	
5.		One	Another	One	Another	
						(Discussion…	Accountability…	Affirmation)	
6.		Share	Good	News	(Announcing	King		

Jesus…	Inviting	others	into	the	process)	
7.		Bible/Word	
8.		Prayer	

The Priorities

How do I progress…

In Relationship

With God

With One Another

With the Lost

Focus with Clarity & Progress

EmBodying The Priorities     of a Disciple

& Passing Them Along in Relationship
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THE WORD OF GOD

EmBodying the Priorities of a disciple 
& Passing Them Along in Relationship
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EXPERIENCING 
a PATTERN 

of advancing alongsiders

1 Thessalonians 1:6 You also became imitators of us and of 
the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with 
the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example…

an example (pattern) to be imitated

In Relationship

A Biblical Picture of a Disciple

A Pathway to Mature bit by bit

How do I Equip Kingdom Citizens one person at a time until ALL have heard?

Why? To Glorify the name of KING JESUS!

Imagine a better future 
 as you are BECOMING 


one who Equips  
Kingdom Citizens

(desired progress)



Increase & Abound

A Body of

Believers

Following

The Spirit

Proclaiming Christ

to ALL People

Candies Creek’s Mission Statement: Intentionally

Candies Creek’s Vision Statement:

Equipping Kingdom Citizens 

one person at a time until ALL have heard.



Faith-filled prayer lifts our eyes from ourselves to God’s agenda 
& our heart to work alongside of Him.


Practice a regular pattern of prayer, for example,

Adoration

Confession

Thanksgiving

Supplication

Faith: Stand Firm



Increase

Abound

1 Thes. 3:11-13



The Intensity of Personal Relationships v. 1-5
God’s: Fellow Workers

Faith: Stand Firm
The Intensity of Personal Relationships v. 6-10

Thankful, Joyful, Prayerful  v. 9-10

Increase & Abound
The Intensity of Personal Relationships v. 11-13
A Prayer for God to Establish Hearts   v. 11-13



1 Thessalonians 3:11 Now may our God and Father Himself 
and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; 12 and may the Lord 
cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, 
and for all people, just as we also do for you; 13 so that He 
may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 

His saints.

Increase & Abound



1 Thessalonians 3:11 Now may our God and Father Himself 
and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; 12 and may the Lord 
cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, 
and for all people, just as we also do for you; 13 so that He 
may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before 

our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 

His saints.

• God participates in divine activity.

• The Lord causes & establishes us as His Word works in us.

• God’s plan is both divine activity and human responsibility.

Increase & Abound



1 Thessalonians 3:11 Now may our God and Father Himself 
and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; 12 and may the 
Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one 
another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; 13 so 
that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all His saints.

• God’s plan is for us to increase & abound (make progress).

• God directs people to us as models to imitate.

• Jesus imitated His Father and was our ultimate example.

Increase & Abound



1 Thessalonians 3:12 and may the Lord cause you to 

increase and abound in love 

for one another, and for all people, 

just as we also do for you;

Increase & Abound

Church (Family) Brethren 
Constantly Bearing in Mind 

Faith Love Hope Grace Peace 
Work—Labor—Steadfastness 

Gospel Power—Full Conviction 
Father—Lord Jesus Christ 

The Holy Spirit—Prayer 
(Traveling Team) 

Proved to be…for your sake

Church: Brethren Beloved By God

Love for 
One Another 

Love for 
All People 
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cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, 
and for all people, just as we also do for you; 13 so that He 
may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 

His saints.

• Holiness comes from God…and leads to character/purpose.

• Saints are God’s set apart people…believers, fellow workers,      

                                                church, brethren beloved by God

Increase & Abound



Live for God’s glory.  

Let His Word work in you.

Increase & Abound

Inside Out Life

Live for Others to know & glorify God.

Pray for others.

Speak the Word of God into others’ lives.

Know your value to God and His Church.

Know your value to the World and His Work.



Set your heart on what God’s heart is set on.

See your time before His coming as time to impact others.

Utilize a plan for equipping others & others & other & others.
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