
Jeremiah 17:19-27

Listen to the Word of the Lord


Heat -  Thorns  - Cross - Fruit

God changes us in the middle 


of the toughest challenges



Jeremiah 17:19 Thus the Lord said to me, “Go and stand in the 
public gate, through which the kings of Judah come in and go 
out, as well as in all the gates of Jerusalem; 20 and say to 
them, ‘Listen to the word of the Lord, kings of Judah, and all 
Judah and all inhabitants of Jerusalem who come in through 
these gates: 21 Thus says the Lord, “Take heed for yourselves, 
and do not carry any load on the sabbath day or bring anything 
in through the gates of Jerusalem. 22 You shall not bring a load 
out of your houses on the sabbath day nor do any work, but 
keep the sabbath day holy, as I commanded your forefathers. 
23 Yet they did not listen or incline their ears, but stiffened 
their necks in order not to listen or take correction.
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Jeremiah 17:24 “But it will come about, if you listen attentively 
to Me,” declares the Lord, “to bring no load in through the 
gates of this city on the sabbath day, but to keep the sabbath 
day holy by doing no work on it, 25 then there will come in 
through the gates of this city kings and princes sitting on the 
throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and 
their princes, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and this city will be inhabited forever.

• Do listen to the Lord.

• Live holy lives with times for rest, reflection & refocus.

• Come out of rest, reflection & refocus full of hope in the Lord.

• God plan is for working & rest for His glory.
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Jeremiah 17:26 They will come in from the cities of Judah and 
from the environs of Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin, from 
the lowland, from the hill country and from the Negev, bringing 
burnt offerings, sacrifices, grain offerings and incense, and 
bringing sacrifices of thanksgiving to the house of the Lord. 
27 But if you do not listen to Me to keep the sabbath day 
holy by not carrying a load and coming in through the gates of 
Jerusalem on the sabbath day, then I will kindle a fire in its 
gates and it will devour the palaces of Jerusalem and not 
be quenched.”’”

• There are consequences for not listening, resting & reflecting.

• Going to church & keeping sabbath are an apple & an orange.
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(The	following	questions	are	borrowed	questions	from	the	For	Everyone	series.)	
	
	

1. What	contrast	does	Paul	use	throughout	this	chapter?	
2. In	verses	1-6,	Paul	tries	to	illustrate	some	main	points	about	the	law,	by	which	he	means	the	

law	of	Moses	given	to	the	Israelites	on	Mount	Sinai.		How	is	the	law	a	part	of	the	problem	for	
Israel	rather	than	the	solution	(see	vv.	1-11)?	

3. Describe	the	differences	between	the	two	types	of	fruit	referenced	in	verses	4	and	5.	
4. Give	examples	of	how	you’ve	seen	each	kind	of	fruit	recently.	
	
5. How	can	the	law	as	depicted	in	verses	7-12	be	holy,	good	and	upright	while	also	producing	

death	at	the	same	time?	
6. In	verses	7-12,	Paul	describes	the	time	when	the	law	arrived	in	Israel	in	such	a	way	as	to	

reflect	also	the	time	when	Adam	was	given	the	commandment	in	the	Garden	(Genesis	2:15-
17;	3:1-7).		What	are	the	similarities	between	the	story	in	Genesis	and	Paul’s	argument	here?	

7. Because	much	of	the	discussion	in	chapter	7	is	about	Israel,	it	may	seem	remote	to	many	
modern	Christians.		Many	of	us	do	not	stop	to	ponder	the	situation	of	Israel	under	the	law—
though	perhaps	we	should.		How	is	this	section	relevant	to	us	as	believers	today?	

	
Verses	13-20	
8. …What	happens	when	Israel,	having	been	given	the	law,	does	its	bests	to	live	under	it?	
9. Why	would	God	(who	is	often	implicated	in	Paul’s	“in	order	that”	clauses)	want	sin	to	grow	to	

its	full	height	(v.	13)?	
	
10. What	dilemma	does	Paul	highlight	in	the	closing	verses	of	the	chapter	(vv.	21-24)?	
11. How	is	Jesus	the	solution	to	the	problem	for	Israel?	
12. What	do	God’s	desire,	plan	and	fulfillment	through	Jesus	to	rescue	us	from	this	dilemma	

reveal	to	you	about	God’s	character	and	purpose?	
	
A	way	to	pray….	Take	some	time	to	simply	praise	God	for	his	act	of	mercy	in	His	rescue	of	you	
and	others	you	know.		Praise	Him	for	His	attributes,	His	power	and	His	compassion.	
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Alongsider	Bull’s-Eye	
The	Ways	of	the	Alongsider	
1.		Surrender	
2.		Obey	
3.		Whole	Hearted	
4.		Stewardship:	Serve	Others	++	
5.		One	Another	One	Another	
						(Discussion…	Accountability…	Affirmation)	
6.		Share	Good	News	(Announcing	King		

Jesus…	Inviting	others	into	the	process)	
7.		Bible/Word	
8.		Prayer	

SpeakDo

Loving 
as Christ

has loved

Loving 
others by 

speaking

the truth

in love

Helping others 
do


what God

has called

them to do

Being an Instrument of Change 
in personal ministry 
(Relationships & Conversations)

     Gathering: I give myself to others

     Equipping: I make disciples with the life

     Loving: I serve, care for and encourage

in relationship as Christ’s body

God has given me

my brothers & sisters in Christ



    Surrendering: I submit myself

    Abiding: I apply The Word to life

    Worshiping: I do everything for the glory

in loving service to the King
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until it becomes a lifestyle

of God



     Living Sent: I see lostness daily

     Inviting Along: I initiate intentional 

     Proclaiming Christ: I prepare myself

and among unreached people groups

relationships & conversations

as a witness to all people
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Surrendering 
Abiding 
Worshiping 
Gathering 
Equipping 
Loving 
Living Sent 
Inviting Along 
Proclaiming Christ
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