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Vision Statement

Equipping kingdom citizens one person at a time until all have heard

Mission Statement
Embodying, through grace, the priorities of a disciple
& passing them along in relationship for God's glory

MATURING AS MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
Evingmrselw_tstn one another in relationship as Christ's body

Stages of Growth as a Fellow Worker to Become a United Example

1 Unite: Join together as Christ’s body (ie. the local and universal Church)
for the purpose of glorifying God in thought, word & deed
Philippians 1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,
50 that whether | come and see you or remain absent, | will hear of you that yvou are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

2 Work Together: Live as a covenant people, expressed as a local church,

a0 that each believer as a body serves faithfully as a kingdom citizen
Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what
every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes
the growth of the body for the building up of itzelf in love.

i% 3 Become an Example: Follow the pattern of Christ so that others

personally receive, repeat and reproduce it through imitation,
wrntil all have heard
1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, just a= | also am of Christ.

=1o|F11al0]ln(s § Making disciples with the life that God has given us

Stages of Growth as a Disciplemalker

1 Following Christ
2 Maturing as members of the body of Christ
3 Multiplying generations of disciples of Christ

LDving Serving, Encouraging & Caring for our brothers & sisters in Christ

Common Language, Common Undarstanding, Commaon Practices & Common Expariences
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Merry Christmas! Different families have different traditions about when the Christmas tree goes

up. These range from the day after Halloween to Christmas Eve. Everyone has their own opinion, and if someone
disagrees with you, they are wrong! Obviously, this is a silly thing to argue about. So what if someone puts their
tree up early? It’s no big deal if another family prefers to wait. But for some reason, we seem to take these
differences of traditions as some sort of personal affront to one another!

I know this seems a silly thing to think about, but it can be true at times. We so often let things that are objectively
silly cause disagreements and arguments that quickly spin out of control and swell to much larger issues than
Christmas decorations!

The students have heard this verse every week this year on Wednesday nights, and it bears repeating: “Behold
how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity.” Psalm 133:1. Unity is good and something God desires
from his people. Sometimes we, as God’s people, find ourselves brought into disunity by things that are silly and yet
other times by things that are all too serious. As the students close out the year and our study of 1st Corinthians, we
turn to the reason for our unity - Christ’s resurrection.

This resurrection stands true and meaningful to us today. Not only are we promised future resurrection in the body
just as Christ has been raised, but we are also raised from our sins right now! Because Christ has been raised, we
now live as God's people. “For | no longer live, but Christ lives in me!” This Christmas, let us pray to be people
unified by the glorious fact that Christ is alive! Let all division pass away because there is a reason we are united -
Christ raised from the grave and calling us His own! The only proper response to this wonderful act that brings
broken people together is worship.

Worship is the theme of our Winter Retreat. We are unified because of Christ, and our response is worship of our
King. While the students are away for the weekend, | pray that we all take time to focus on worshiping our King in
all things because in Him alone are we brought together as a chosen people, holy nation, and royal priesthood.
Grace and Peace,

Jed Cole

NOTABLE DATES THIS MONTH:

DEC. 5-6 STUDENT WINTER RETREAT
DEC. 7 COLLEGE/YA NIGHT @THE Davis™S
DEC. 17 STUDENT CHRISTMAS PARTY (BRING A $10 GIFT)
DEC. 22ND 7TH GRADE-COLLEGE LADIES COOKIE DECORATING AND CHILI LUNCH
NO LIFE 122 ON 24TH
CROSS CON JAN. 5-7 (DEADLINE 12/17)
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| December 2025

PARENT CHILD CHURCH DEDICATION December 14th 10:30 am. If you would like to
participate or have questions contact Christy Johns cjohns1269@gmail.com or
423-790-2674 RSVP by December 7th

If you are a church member and can serve in the nursery, we are looking to expand
therotation one more additional week! This means instead of serving once every 7
weeks, you would serve once every 8 weeks. We love our volunteers and with 1
additional members or 5 friend or couple groups we can create an 8 week
rotation. SeeKaren Bryson or Christy Johns if you are ready to sign up!
New Nursery Schedules for 2026 will be available in December.

AWANA

AWANA

Dec3 Hiking Boots Night
Dec10 AWANA

Dec17 Slippers and Jammies for Jesus Night (with hot chocolate)
(No AWANA on December 24 or 3ist)

COMING SOON! Awana Grand Prix January 25th

Children’s Church

Children's Church returns in January with lessons on the Body of Christ in a fun
themetitlied "Dr. Tomorrow'’s Robot Repair Shop™ and travel on some missionar
journeys with Paul in "Port of Call” C4 is for kids K-4th grades. If your 5/6th grader
would like to be a helper in C4 for 2026 contact Christy Johns
Rotation schedule will come out in late December.

Children's Choir

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS March 29th Palm Sunday

Invite your family and friends and join our K-6th grade children’s choir as
we follow our Pilgrim, Christian, through the trials of life to the foot of the
cross. Practices begin January 1ith and 18th in the Treechouse at 6 pm.
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Dedication  of

The International Week of Prayer and the
Lottie Moon Offering have begun. Please
prayerfully consider giving to this
powerful ministry that reaches so many
with the saving truth of Jesus Christ.

CCBC giving goal is $30,000

@

INTERNATIONAL
MISSION BOARD

Sunday, December 14th,
the adult/children’s choir
A will perform the musical
Come Adore at 6 pm.

COME

ADORE Don't miss this amazing
time of Christmas worship music!

Chili Lunch & Cookie Decorating
7th grade—CollegeLadies
December 22nd -12- 2:00 pm
in the StuB

&

Please bring one container of sprinkles or small candies.
Sign-up in the StuB or text
Mrs. Toni 423-457-1338 or
Mrs. Julie 423-284-4220

The 2025 OCC Shoebox season is officially over for
Candies Creek after a team from the church and school
goes to the processing center on Tuesday, December
2nd. A huge thank you to all who helped purchase the
contents, create and build the shoeboxes, move the
shoeboxes multiple times, and then pack and ship those
1,478 shoeboxes. That would include the Shoebox
Siblings, the C4 Children’s Ministry, the Candies Creek
Academy staff and students, the Walker Valley Softball
team, our church staff, and the many Candies Creek
Church attenders who financially donated to cover the
shipping costs of getting those shoeboxes into little
hands. Every year, we are amazed at the team the Lord
equips to do His work.

Thefirst meeting of 2026 will be a workday and luncheon
on Friday, January 9th, starting at 10:00 am in the church
fellowship hall. Attendees will help assemble supplies and
enjoy a meal together. Come join the fellowship with a
purpose!

Given in November $75,252.40
November Expenses $67,003.16
2025 Given $808,167.34
2025 Expenses $845,599.51
Lottie Moon Offering $5634.36

Christmas at Candies Creek Academy
December 4th at 6:30 pm in the worship center

Parents Night Out!

Join us on December 12th from 6 to 9 pm.
Children 12 years old and younger are welcome.

We'll serve pizza and make sure everyone has a great time!
Take the evening to shop or relax. Please RSVP by December
5th.

We need volunteers for this fun event! High school students
-adults are welcome to help. To learn more, sign up your
child, or volunteer, please contact Robin Elmer at
423-201-5590

PRECEPT

Coming in January!!

Isaiah part 1 “The Word of the Holy One to Israel, the Remnant,
and the Nations...and the Promise of the Child to be Born.”
A 14 week study of the first 39 chapters.

Class begins Jan 7 & 8 order books now!

Text Amy Martin 423-331-8822/Sign ups continue thru Jan 7.




PRAY!!
From Local to Global Disciple-Making

The B Family, East Asia:

Pray for SCB as he serves at Evangelical Community Church, that God will use him to build up the church with his gifts,
and that the church will embrace God’s Global Mission. Pray for Amber as she manages their home and nurtures their
children in life and faith. Continue to pray for the 3 young ladies from the USA who in their city doing a practicum with
their same agency. God has burdened our hearts for South Asians in the city and beyond. Pray for us to know how God
wants us to reach out to people from many nations around us. Pray that their ministry labors result in Gospel fruit.

K.B. in Europe

Pray for me to have wisdom as | am working through setting up a digital engagement strategy that will use social media to
reach people across the country with the gospel. Pray that God will put together a team of Arab believers who will help be
faithful in responding online to those who reach out to our social media platform.

Pray that Katlin’s life and witness will bear fruit for the Kingdom.

The H family, Southeast Asia

The H family is back in Southeast Asia and have resumed their ministry presence there. Pray that Kevin will know the
Lord’s will regarding serving as an Elder in their local fellowship there. Pray for Denise as she teaches English. Ask God to
give them each a language learning helper, to manage and invest their time wisely, and fruit in all their Gospel endeavors
and relationships with nationals. Pray for their kids to walk in faithfulness with Jesus as they are quickly becoming adults.
Join them in beseeching the Lord for an additional $7,000 in year-end giving to support ministry efforts in 2026.

The Miller family, D.R.

Please pray that God will bring to completion the work He has begun with the plans for a new school building for the
Special Needs students. The project is called Genesis 2.0. The Lord has provided $300,000 of the total cost of $500,000 for
the building; Ask God to provide the remainder as they work toward returning to the US midyear 2026 while Eric assumes a
new leadership role with their ministry base in the U.S. Pray for their family as they navigate decisions regarding the move
and transitioning stateside. Pray that God will provide a field director to fill Eric's current position. And ask God to
completely heal Eric’s fractured elbow as he undergoes P.T.

J & B family, North Africa

Continue to pray for their move to full-time life in North Africa in 2026/ Also please pray for two young men in North
Africa who are believers but are experiencing social and family persecution for their faith. Brad hopes to bring these two
men together to form a Gospel team like Paul and Barnabas! Also pray for the several thousand Mali refugees who have fled
into M@urat@nia because of civil war in Mali. Pray they encounter the Gospel and believe while they are displaced. Plead
with God for visa access into the country; the government is making visa access very difficult for many people from other
nations. Please pray the Lord will increase their financial and prayer support over the coming months to meet our budget
needs to live abroad once again. Feel free to contact them through the church office to get on their support team.



Simmons family, D.R.

Please pray that John and Katherine will continue integrating into the Monte Largo and Vasca communities as they plan to
open their ministry sites there soon. Pray for open hearts among a group of pastors coming to visit early next week from
different parts of the US; ask God for deep, lasting partnerships for their ministry. Pray for their support raising during
their two weeks in Tennessee around Christmas. They will also be sharing around Fresno, CA. They hope to raise an
additional $800 in monthly support to finish raising Katherine’s salary and complete our family goal. They are avidly seeking
new partners. Please contact the church office if you would like to become a part of their support team.

Y family, Central Asia.

Please pray for their hearts during this holiday season when it is always hard to be far away from family. Pray they can
keep their eyes on Jesus and remember He is more than worthy of it all. Please also pray for safe travels for a daughter as
she flies there for Christmas break. Pray their time all together as a family of six again will be sweet. Also pray for ongoing
language acquisition. Pray B can press on in language learning and for strength for K as she begins language study in
January.

R family, West Asia.

In the midst of lots of changes and grieving for their former country, please pray that they will see all the gifts and the
goodness of the Lord in their daily lives. Pray for the father as he is building new relationships with some local pastors and
doing follow-up with them. Also pray their hearts will be blessed when their son, in US university arrives for a visit soon.

'FEBRUARY 1-3, 2026

BUT YOU WALL RECEIVE POWER WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS COME UPON YOU; AND YOU SHALL BE MY WITNESSES BOTHIN
JERUSALEM AND IN ALL JUDEA, AND SAMARIA, AND AS FAR AS THE REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH. ACTS 18

Keynote Preacher: Dr. Michael Cloer Guest Missionaries; Missions Fair; Soul-Stirring Worship

CCBC Upcoming Mission Opportunities

North Africa, February 2026
Camp Cherokee for Students, May 23-28, 2026
Vacation Bible School, June 14-18, 2026
Refugee Ministry in Clarkston, GA, July 2026
Alaska, July 10-19, 2026
More opportunities in the planning stages for our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost.




Minding Well

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we
may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught
by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual
words. But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them... but we have the mind of Christ.”
| Corinthians 2:12-16

It is probably (hopefully) safe to say that many of us recognize the value of the wise—and
frequently needed—parental advice: Mind your manners. Certainly manners are essential to
showing respect for others; but a similar phrase could be used for Christians to show reverence
for our Lord and Savior: Mind what matters. In this Advent season, we—brothers and sisters in
Christ-would do well to mind what matters most: keeping Jesus and the Good News of His
saving grace central to all we do.

Remind us daily, Oh Lord, to pause in our holiday haste so that we intentionally and earnestly lift
up prayers for the lost to be saved, for those who are faithfully working among them to be
encouraged and energized by Your indwelling presence, and for all of us who are Your
followers—Your children by Your grace—to humbly and joyfully obey Your call to go and/or give
wholeheartedly so that Your marvelous Light may penetrate and pervade the darkness of this
world. Help us to escape the devil’s trap of busyness that we tend to fall into during the typical
holiday celebrations of our culture, and cause us to mind well the One who is central to
Christmas: Christ.

May we recall how Jesus responded to Martha when she became overwhelmed with her own
plans and fussed about her sister Mary not helping because she was just sitting at Jesus’ feet
listening to Him....

“But the Lord answered and said to her, Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so
many things; but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not
be taken away from her.” Luke 10:41-42
The words “shall not be taken away” imply eternal significance, calling to mind an old poem:

Just one life; it will soon be past.
Only what’s done for Christ will last.

As we walk through the last month of 2025 and celebrate Christ’s coming to earth to live among
us so that He could be the Perfect Lamb sacrificed for us, let us commit to living boldly,
proclaiming to the world as the angels did to the shepherds the “good news of great joy which
[is] for all people.” To do so will mean we are minding well that which we are called to do.



PRAYER GUIDE // DECEMBER 2025
Joy To the World: The Coming King!

ONEGRY

The famous hymn written by Isaac Watts in 1719 was originally intended to declare the second coming of
King Jesus. But “Joy to the World” is vastly popular as a Christmas hymn that rejoices in the Advent — the
first coming — of Jesus as a baby and Redeemer of a broken world.

Jesus'’ first coming sets the stage for His glorious return as King of kings and Lord of lords. And in that, we
rejoice with the anthem of Psalm 98, the basis for the original penning of this great celebratory hymn:

“Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music ... shout for joy before
the LORD, the King ... for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness...” (Psalm

98:4-6, 9).

This Christmas, we will sing “Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King...” as our
declaration of hope because of Jesus’ first coming. We will also continue rejoicing in expectation of His
second coming. King Jesus restores lives, revives churches, and awakens the lost to their need for Him.

Joy to the world! Come, Lord Jesus. Come and rule the world with truth and grace.

1 Yesterday was the First Sunday in Advent. Pray for the
world to embrace the truth that our hope rests in knowing
“his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation”
for all who believe. May all know that “he has done
marvelous things” through His coming to save the lost
(Psalm 98:1).

2 Praise God because “the LORD has made his salvation
known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.”
Pray for an awakening of lost people to see Jesus as the
hope of the world (Psalm 98:2).

3 God remembers “his love and his faithfulness to Israel’
and His people. Pray for a revival of love and hope that
awakens the Church to eagerly spread the good news
that Jesus has come and is coming again (Psalm 98:3a).

4 Jesus has come and “all the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.” Pray for the Church to be
revived to the hope that Jesus is coming again—and now
is the time to share the gospel (Psalm 98:3b).

5 Pray for a worldwide spiritual awakening that causes all
the earth to “shout for joy to the LORD ... burst into
jubilant song with music ... shout for joy before the
LORD, the King.” Pray that all people will long to see the
second coming of King Jesus (Psalm 98:4-6).

6 Pray for a growing anticipation that Jesus is coming to
“‘judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with
equity.” Pray that in a world of turmoil, people will see
King Jesus as their only hope for salvation and
restoration (Psalm 98:9).

7 Today is the second Sunday in Advent. Ask God to use
His Church to “prepare the way for the LORD” and a
“highway for our God” by proclaiming the peace of Jesus
to a lost and chaotic world (Isaiah 40:3).

8 The enemies of Christ will raise up obstacles to true
peace, but we can confidently pray the promise that
“every valley shall be raised up, mountain and hill made
low; the rough ground shall become level” and the glory
of our Lord will be seen (Isaiah 40:4).

9 Jesus brings peace to our world through His gift of
salvation. Pray that in the days to come, “the glory of the
LORD will be revealed, and all the people will see it
together.” Pray for a gospel awakening to sweep our
nation and beyond (Isaiah 40:5).

10 Pray that believers are empowered by the Spirit to
“proclaim peace ... bring good tidings ... proclaim
salvation” and shout to the world, “Your God reigns!” Pray
for urgency to share the gospel as we await Jesus’
second coming (Isaiah 52:7).

11 As the world groans under the weight of sin and
despair, pray this assurance: “The God of peace will soon
crush Satan under your feet.” Ask God to deliver your
loved ones from bondage and plant within them the hope
of His return and final defeat of Satan and evil (Romans
16:20).

12 As a part of the body of Christ, you are called to
peace. Pray that “the peace of Christ” rules in your heart
in such tangible ways that people are drawn to Jesus and
the hope that one day His return will establish peace
throughout the earth (Colossians 3:15).



13 Rejoice in knowing that the “Prince of Peace” has
come and the “government will be on his shoulders.” Ask
God to awaken this nation to the hope that Jesus is
coming again and will make all things new (Isaiah 9:6).

14 Today is the third Sunday in Advent. We need not fear
present troubles because of the angel’'s announcement at
Jesus’ birth: “I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people.” Pray that your life exudes joy
because Jesus has come and is coming again (Luke
2:10).

15 Ask God to renew a heart of worship in your church as
you “burst into songs of joy together ... for the LORD has
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.” Pray
that your church is characterized by overflowing joy at the
goodness of God (Isaiah 52:9).

16 Ask God to fill His Church with resounding joy, “for
great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” Pray that
revived hearts of His people will impact communities with
the gospel and the hope of King Jesus coming again
(Isaiah 12:6).

17 Pray that despite trials and struggles, you will
proclaim, “Yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will be joyful in
God my Savior.” Pray that you can point loved ones to
the hope of Jesus’ return as He makes all things new
(Habakkuk 3:18).

18 In times of discouragement and uncertainty, ask Jesus
to “restore to [you] the joy of [His] salvation.” Invite Him to
“grant [you] a willing spirit” that sustains you with a
renewed anticipation of His coming to renew all things
(Psalm 51:12).

19 Pray for unbelieving family and friends to be “filled
with an inexpressible and glorious joy” because they
have encountered the living Lord Jesus Christ. Pray that
they will believe and embrace the joy of “the salvation of
[their] souls” (1 Peter 1:8-9).

20 Ask God for a renewed sense of His presence and
power through His people. Invite Him to “spread [His]
protection over them, that those who love [His] name may
rejoice in [Him].” Pray for the Church to be bold in
declaring the urgency of the gospel (Psalm 5:11).

21 Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent: Praise God for
defining love for us through Jesus: “This is love: not that
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as
an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” Praise God that He will
one day send His Son again to make all things new (1
John 4:10).

22 Declare today, “I love you, LORD, my strength.” Pray
for a revival of love and deep devotion to God in your
loved ones and your church. Pray that they will know the
wonders of His love (Psalm 18:1).

23 Rejoice in the great love of Christ and pray, “Let his
banner over me be love.” Pray that you will in turn radiate
that love to others as you point people to Jesus as Savior
and Coming King (Song of Songs 2:4b).

24 As you celebrate Christmas Eve, pray for people to
believe that “the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” Pray that the birth of
Jesus is a reminder that the light of His glory fills the
earth—and He is coming again to defeat evil forever
(John 1:5).

25 At the birth of Jesus, the angels declared, “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests.” Pray for your loved ones to
know the favor of God by embracing the love, peace, and
salvation of Christ on this Christmas Day (Luke 2:14).

26 Ask God to increase the overflow of love and
faithfulness in your life. “Write them on the tablet of your
heart” and know that “you will win favor and a good name
in the sight of God and man.” Pray that as you reflect that
love and faithfulness, others are drawn back to their first
love of Jesus (Proverbs 3:3-4).

27 Pray that the faith of the Church is always “growing
more and more, and the love all of you have for one
another is increasing.” Ask God for renewed urgency to
love people by sharing the gospel and pointing to the
return of Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:3).

28 Pray for an awakening in the Church to the joy of
Christ’'s second coming — “the day he comes to be
glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among
all those who have believed.” Pray for the lost to also
recognize the day of His coming (2 Thessalonians 1:10).

29 Pray for those who are fearful in chaotic times, that
they will recognize “your God will come, he will come with
vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save
you.” Pray that those with fearful hearts will be
transformed into confident followers of Christ who
welcome His coming (Isaiah 35:4).

30 Pray for the lost to awaken to the truth that “the
Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he rules with a
mighty arm.” Ask God to open their eyes to see that their
hope is in Jesus who restores the broken, delivers from
sin, redeems a lost world, and is coming again (Isaiah
40:10).

31 “Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let Earth receive
her King!” Pray with all the saints throughout history this
glorious hope: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).






CANDIES CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
294 OLD EUREKA RD.
CHARLESTON, TN 37310

Stan Gibson, Lead Pastor

Sammy Parris, Worship Pastor

Jed Cole, Student Pastor

Christy Johns, Preschool & Children’s Director
Justin Goss, Candies Creek Academy Head Master

December, Buthdarys.

1st Owen Smith, Wade McClanahan, Allie Johns
2nd Cesar Zaidman, Christy Johns, Terry Graham, Emory Caldwell
3rd Fredrick Missinne
5th Marissa Shoemaker, Lauren Hall, Avery ElImer
6th Johnny Brewer, Kendall Barkley
8th Stephen Purser, Bob Ebling, Tim Cody, McKenzie Brewer, Makayla Brewer
9th Eric Moore
10th Emily Stoody
11th Anna Ruth Crumbley
15th Cathy Miller, Julie Adolph
16th Abella Parsons, Linda Catoe
17th Stephen Parris, Lilly Cooke, Ethan Cavanaugh
18th Connie Baumgardner
19th Dan Smalley, JoAnna Simko
20th Dennis Tweed, Gayle Pierce
21st Hannah Long
22nd Thomas Woulfe
23rd Shawn Williams, Martha Moses
24th Tommy Medley
28th Carson Barkley
29th Mike Celender, Kim Burnette
30th Bob Marcum
31st Mackenzie Moseley, Trenton Johns

One Minute Clinic

The Lord will guide you
continually, giving you
water when you are dry and
restoring your strength.
lsaiah 98:11
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